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our awarD-
winning faculty 
of 12 scHolar-
teacHers
offer instruction in African, 
African Diaspora, African 
American, American, 
European, Latin American, 
South Asian, and Public 
History. The department also 
offers a concentration in Hip 
Hop Studies and a minor in 
Women and Gender Studies, 
which allows students to 
deepen their interdisciplinary 
understanding of culture and 
identity.
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“I am truly grateful 
for the opportunIty   
of beIng a part of the number 
one hIstory program In the 
country.”
- Beverly Boone

tHe Department 
of History is 
essential
to the core of liberal arts 
at North Carolina Central 
University. Our diverse 
population of faculty and 
students are involved in 
teaching and learning history 
through innovative research, 
exciting courses, student 
projects, digital humanities, 
public history, and service 
learning.
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Department
Faculty

“never lImIt yourself 
because of others’  
lImIted ImagInatIon; never lImIt others 
because of your own lImIted ImagInatIon.
- Dr. Mae Jemison

There is no limit to where a history degree can take you. One-third of all Fortune 500 CEO’s have 
degrees in the Humanities, including some notable history majors: Robert Johnson of BET, Facebook 
co-founder Chris Hughes, Carly Fiorina of Hewlett-Packard. Supreme Court Justices Elana Kagan and 
Anthony Kennedy and former Attorney General Eric Holder hold history degrees. President Joe Biden 
majored in history as did Senator Cory Booker and comedians Sacha Baron Cohen and Steve Carrell. 
Former NBA commissioner David Stern majored in history, as did Kareem Abdul Jabbar.  So, when 
someone asks you what you can do with a history degree, the answer is simple: anything I want.
 
North Carolina Central University’s History Department is small, family-oriented, cohesive, and student 
engaged, with a diverse student population and faculty. We aim to maximize our students’ potential, 
providing essential skills that will serve them throughout their lives—research, writing, speaking, and 
critical thinking. 

The department has a long-established reputation for distinguished scholarship. We have produced 
more graduates who have gone on to earn the Ph.D. in history than any other historically black institution 
in the nation. More than 80 of our students have received doctorates in history from institutions such 
as Howard University, Ohio State University, UNC-Chapel Hill, Morgan State University, Northwestern 
University, the University of California at Berkeley, Rutgers University, Miami (Ohio) University, University 
of South Carolina, and University of Florida at Gainesville.

Recent NCCU History graduates have gone on to become historians, lawyers, teachers, State 
Department employees, librarians, museum curators, and stand-up comedians. Why? Because we 
teach you how to think and solve problems, how to express yourself clearly, and how to be flexible 
and adapt. A History degree prepares you for the jobs of today and provides the skills to excel in 
professions that haven’t been created yet. 

In our B.A. program, you will gain hands-on research experience—in the classroom, internships, 
and study abroad experiences. You will work with our award-winning faculty and with archivists and 
museum curators to develop innovative research projects, and you will have chances to present your 
findings at university and national conferences. In the end, you will be prepared to enter graduate and 
professional schools in history, women’s and gender studies, law, or business. The world will be open 
to you.

introDuction
Studying HiStory 

@ nCCu

Dr. Jim Harper, II
Dr. Jim Harper, ii
Department CHair

dr. carlton e. wilson
interim Dean CaSSH

dr. Jim harper, II
CHair & profeSSor

dr. lydia lindsey
profeSSor

dr. Jerry b. gershenhorn
profeSSor, JuliuS CHamberS 

enDoweD profeSSor

dr. charles d. Johnson
aSSiStant profeSSor 

dr. Joshua nadel
profeSSor

dr. balylna w. muhammad
aSSoCiate profeSSor

dr. sean c. colbert-lewis, sr.
aSSoCiate profeSSor

dr. freddie l. parker
retireD profeSSor emerituS

dr. tony frazier
aSSoCiate profeSSor

ms. feleshia hill
aDminiStrative aSSoCiate

dr. manna duah
aSSiStant profeSSor

patrick douthit
(9th wonder)

artiSt-in-reSiDenCe



The M.A. Program in History prepares students to teach in secondary and higher education, to work 
as public historians, or to advance their graduate or professional education. In doing so, the program 
produces historians who demonstrate excellent research, writing, and analytical skills.

“allow yourself to 
be proud of yourself 

and all the progress you’ve made. 
especIally the progress no one 

else can see.”
- Unknown
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North Carolina Central University’s History Department is small, family-oriented, cohesive, and student 
engaged, with a diverse student population and faculty. We aim to maximize our students’ potential, 
providing essential skills that will serve them throughout their lives—research, writing, speaking, and 
critical thinking. 
                 
The department has a long-established reputation for distinguished scholarship. Our faculty have 
received prestigious book and teaching awards. We have produced more graduates who have gone 
on to earn the Ph.D. in history than any other historically black institution in the nation. More than 80 
of our students have received doctorates in history from institutions such as Howard University, Ohio 
State University, UNC-Chapel Hill, Morgan State University, Northwestern University, the University of 
California at Berkeley, Rutgers University, Miami (Ohio) University, University of South Carolina, and 
University of Florida at Gainesville.

Recent NCCU History graduates have gone on to become historians, lawyers, teachers, State 
Department employees, librarians, museum curators, and stand-up comedians. Why? Because we 
teach you how to think and solve problems, how to express yourself clearly, and how to be flexible 
and adapt. A History degree prepares you for the jobs of today and provides the skills to excel in 
professions that haven’t been created yet.

In our M.A. program, you will gain hands-on research experience—in the classroom, internships, 
and study abroad experiences. You will work with our award-winning faculty and with archivists and 
museum curators to develop innovative research projects, and you will have chances to present your 
findings at university and national conferences. In the end, you will be prepared to enter doctoral 
programs, professional schools or enter the global workforce. The world will be open to you.

Jim c. Harper, ii       Jerry gershenhorn
chair and ProFessor     Graduate director
919-530-6271       919-530-7932
jcharper@nccu.edu      jgershen@nccu.edu

Department
oF history
@ nccu

mission

jgershen@nccu.edu
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admission and requirements
The Department of History requires an 
undergraduate degree, preferably in history, 
at least a 2.7 undergraduate grade point 
average, two letters of recommendation, 
transcripts, a writing sample, and a personal 
statement.  The GRE is NOT required. 

program curriculum 
requirements 
Students must declare the intention to 
pursue either the Thesis option or the Non-
thesis option by the beginning of their 
second semester in the graduate program.

“no matter what,   
we always have the power to choose 
hope over despaIr, engagement over 
apathy, kIndness over IndIfference, 
love over hate.”
- Cory Booker

areas of 
   stuDy

“one of the lessons that 
I grew up wIth  

was to always stay true to yourself 
and never let what somebody else says 

dIstract you from your goals.”
- Michelle Obama

 african history

 african american history

 african diaspora history

 european history

 latin american history

 Public history

 united states history



“the path to success 
Is not as fIxed  

and InflexIble as you thInk.”
- Misty Copeland

 elective courses in History -
  21 hours
 a. Course electives may be selected
 from any graduate history courses
 (HISG 5000 level)

total credit hours - 33-36 hours

 thesis option
core courses - 6 hours
 a. HISG 5000 - Historical Method and
  Bibliography (3)
  Graduate History Seminar (3)

thesis 3-6
 a. HISG 5900 Thesis 

m.a. in History
                Degree

North Carolina Central University | Department of History | M.A. Program      1110      North Carolina Central University | Department of History | M.A. Program

“as a student of nccu’s
hIstory department   
especIally workIng wIthIn the publIc 
hIstory program, I have had the opportunIty 
to work wIthIn a wIde range of proJects 
from mappIng black communItIes In durham, 
IntervIewIng unIque and InfluentIal local 
resIdents, or helpIng to put together 
publIc exhIbIts. these experIentIal learnIng 
opportunItIes provIded a pathway for me le 
to gaIn a lot of wIsdom both professIonally 
and personally.”
- Kyrie Mason

con’t

m.a. in History
Degree
 non-thesis option

core course -12-15 hours

 a. HISG 5000 - Historical Method and
  Bibliography (3)
 b. HISG 5710 - Introduction to Public
  History (3)
  Graduate History Seminar (3)

Project (3-6 hours)
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“you come In a student
and you come out a revolutIonary.”

- Taleore L. Marsh
con’t

year 2
Fall semester
 hisG 5400 ........Independent Readings in African History (3)
 hisG 5510 ........Topics in African American History to 1865 (3)
 hisG 5520 ........Topics in African American History Since 1865 (3)

Approval of Thesis Plan or Project Plan

spring semester
 hisG 5900 ........Thesis (1-3)

or
 hisG 5900 ........Graduate Project (6)

thesis Defense or project Defense
summer year 2 (as needed)
 hisG 5900 ........Thesis (1-3)

or
 hisG 5900 ........Graduate Project (6) 

Thesis Defense or Project Defense
Year 3 (As Needed)

exit
requirements

 non- thesis option - Completion of 30 credit hours of course work with a cumulative grade point   
 average of 3.0 or higher.  
 non- thesis option - Successful completion of a project (3-6 credit hours) and of the oral examination

 in defense of that project.  
 thesis option - Completion of 27 credit hours of course work with a cumulative grade point average

 of 3.0 or higher.  
 thesis option - Successful completion of a thesis (3-6 credit hours) and of the oral examination in 

 defense of that thesis.
 Both options - Successful completion of a comprehensive written examination and foreign language 

 examination.   

graduate curriculum guide for History
year 1
Fall semester
 hisG 5000 ........Historical Method and Bibliography (3)
 hisG 5020 ........United States History to 1865 
 hisG 5100 ........Independent Readings in European History (3) 

 
spring semester
 hisG 5210 ........U.S. History: Colonial Period to the Age of Jackson (3) 
 hisG 5220 ........U.S. History: Age of Jackson to 1900 (3) 
 hisG 5230 ........United States Since 1900 (3)

 
summer year 1
 ProG 5rrr/5PPP ........Graduate Research/Project (3) 
 qualifying examination/admission to candidacy

exit
requirements
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Joint JD/    
m.a. Degree
program
overview
The joint degree program permits students to pursue a Juris Doctorate at the School of Law and 
a Master of Arts in History in the Department of History (JD/MA).  A partnership of law and history 
is essential to the understanding of past processes of effective government and provides not only 
historical context but also the ability to analyze current events.  Today’s lawyers need to be deeply 
engaged in their clients’ needs in the public and private sector.  The history program provides skills 
to prepare individuals to work in government agencies, the nonprofit sector, and in organizations 
that conduct substantial business with government agencies.  The program of Law and History 
offers students a chance to examine law and its relationship to the larger world of social movements, 
economic change, politics and government - in the context of studying the legal and constitutional 
history of the United States.  It is designed to reflect the present evolution of interdisciplinary university 
education in our rapidly changing world.  A deep understanding of law and history is not only essential 
to effective government, but also leads to meaningful careers in politics, government, and academic 
institutions, among others.

coursework and Financial structure of the Program
Students in the joint degree program may complete both degrees in four academic years.  A student 
must complete the core courses in the MA program and a minimum of 79 credit hours at the Law 
School.  The Law School may count up to the equivalent of 9 credits from upper-level work completed 
in the MA program.

In the first two years of the program, students are generally required to enroll for one full year of study 
at the Law School and for one full year of study in the MA program; either can come first.  In the third 
and fourth years of the program, joint degree students are enrolled in, and take courses at, both the 
Law School and the Department of History.  Both schools have their own requirements for these 
upper-level years.

In addition to expanding professional options, the NCCU joint degree programs offer tremendous 
value; tuition is often the same as for a single degree program, and the joint degree program can be 
completed in less time than pursuing each degree separately.

con’t

Joint JD/    
m.a. Degree

program
admissions
Prospective students must apply to each program separately and must be separately admitted to 
both the Law School and the Graduate School, each of which will independently review and admit 
applicants.  Applicants need to complete both the GRE and LSAT exams.

Questions relating to the admissions processes at each school should be addressed directly to the 
individuals listed below.

administrative matters
Once enrolled, a student intending to leave the joint degree program must petition the Department 
of History and the Law School for permission to leave the program and complete only one of the two 
degree.

Grades earned in courses of one program will not be included in the GPA calculations of the other 
program.

Students will be expected to complete all Department of History and Law School exams and 
requirements at the times they are scheduled; exceptions are at the sole discretion of school/
department, in accordance with their respective policies.

Students will not be permitted to enroll in History MA and Law School courses with time overlaps.
Students will remain on student e-mail lists at both programs for all four years of the joint degree 
program.

credit hours:  79 credit hours for School of Law and 33 credit hours for the Department of History

Pre-requisites:  Students must meet the requirements to be eligible to be admitted to both programs.

“It always seems ImpossIble
untIl It Is done.” - Nelson Mandela



Facebook: Department of History at North Carolina Central University | Twitter Username: @nccu_history | Instagram username: @nccuhistory 

North Carolina Central University | Department of History | M.A. Program | 1801 Fayetteville St., Durham, NC 27707 | (919) 530-6321 | www.nccu.edu/cash/history
© 2021 North Carolina Central University
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https://twitter.com/NCCU
https://youtu.be/PBR2fYmSX0w
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https://www.linkedin.com/school/nc-central-university/
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